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Spy'’s role

18

) By James Eayrs
“Gentlemen do not read each other’s -

. 'mail.™ So the incoming U.S. sccretary of
. state, Henry L. Stimson, expostulated in

War I

“United States government,

1929 on learming to his horror that the
through an
agency nicknamed the American Black
Chamber, had since the end of World
systematically intercepted and

decoded the secret messages of foreign

powers.
The main in charge was a flamboyant

‘character named Herbert Osborne Yard-

ley-—an E. Howard Hunt with brains—
whom decvotees of the spy culture will
recognize as eryptoiogy's Newton or Gal-

= jleo.

" conference
Tokyo, London, Paris, Geneva, Rome. Its

Hired by Canada

Yardley was not one to play down the
importance of his contribution.
the blinds are drawn and the windows
heavily .curtained, the far-sceing cyes of
the Black Chamber penetrate the sccret
chambers at  Washington,

sensitive cars catch the faintest whisper-
ings in the foreign capitals of the world.”

But Sccretary Stimson would have none
of all this cspionage. He didn’t want to
know. He did not neced to know. Pcople

who listened at keyholes cnly get car-
ache.
.mail. So Stimson withdrew state depart-
‘ment  funding,

Gentlemen do not read cach other's
and the

Black Chamber
had to shup up shop.

After a decade of drifting, Yardley
reopened for business in 1940. His emplo-
yer this time was not Uncle Sam but
Johnny Canuck. The Canadian__pov:
ernment had hired “him to_set_up our
very own thanal_)t1c bureau.

\Kf‘dnd not_call_it” the” Canadian Black
Chamber,  only _ the _ communications
branch of the National Research Council

(CBNRC). It dealt with’ ‘German _codes.
and  Nazi __spics. But ~ Yardley was_ not’
permitted _to guide CBNRC's ‘wartime
work.

T e was rcportcdly forced out,” wrilcs

David Kahn (on whose book The Cod

reakers 1 rely for wmlﬁor-mma§@;qurc fx-mu{&;gp\&édsm 01 4Kftbotsqpirigopy
-pressurc either from Stimson, then sccre- ihis - Aficrican mlcllxgcnct connection,

tary of war, or from the British.” But his

%@ d

“Though,

Canadian employers, according to Kahn,

“did rot want to part with him." .

After World War II, CBNRC broade-
ned its Thorizons. In 1947, so_secrctively
that the then” prlmé mmxs\cr STer_scems not L 10
have known what “a_s__qoma 7 “on, CONRC
brought ~ Canada _into what “has_been
uns>mmthcucally “described as_“a white
Anglo-Saxon = Protestant communications

lntclhg,cncc “dictatorship of the ‘free world’

“(On the rare oCCinOnNs wnED CNETENce -

ls‘ made 1o it in pubhc - never by offic-
jals the arr.mgcmcm is called “the
UKUSA treaty™s but no constitutignal
lawyer could regard so furtive a transac-
tion as crcaung formal treaty obligat-
ions ~which is why Prime Minister
Trudeau could tell Parliament without
bald-facedly lying to it lhat “We are not
a party to such a treaty™.)

The 1947 intelligence linkage was first
disclosed in 197!. Ramparts \Magazine
published a lengthy interview about U.S.
clectronic espionage with a former analyst

of the U.S. National Sccumy Agency ..

{NSA).

Giant spy complex

NSA is the lincal descendant of the
Black Chamber, but there is littie resemb-
lance between Yardley's modest
headquarters and the giant complex at
Fort George G. Meade witk its 20,000
employees, its basement of computers, its
two million square fect of space for files
and tapes and print-outs.

Yardley's Black Chamber might deci-
pher a message Dbetween  the Tokyo
forcign office and the Japanese dclegate
to the Washington disarmament confleer-
nce, and dine out on the achievement.

'NSA routinely monitors all the gossip of

the Global Vlllagc generally, whether on
the wire or in the ether. “Interception
goes on around the clock, at every
wavelength, for every audib!c transm-
ission, of every single country.™

CBNRC _is NSA's branch plant in
Canada, A fortmght ago, a CBC televi-
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From Alért and other Far Northern sites,
manned ostensibly to dcxcct the approach
of enemy bombers’ and missiizs but really
fistening in to the Sovu:t communications
network, are fed to Ottawa arnd thence 1o

NSA at I-ori ,}»‘Icadc minad., of. facts of

—y

militar hf'c within thc region under their
surveillance.” *“As “far as” the Soviet Union-
is_concerned,” the ex-NSA witness testi-.
fics, “we know the whereabouts at any
given time of all its aircraft and its naval
forces, including its missile-firing submar-
incs. We¢ know what cvery one of their
VIPs is doing, and gererally their capabi-
litics and the disposiuons of their forces.
This information {s constantly computer-
correlated, updated, and the operations go
on 24 hours a day.”

CBNRC also monitors the chatter of
the Outawa diplomatic corps for_| NSAs
cdification.

Hewer of intelligence

. Not that NSA scems especially grateful
‘for our hclp “Among the first’ and
second parties"—the first party is INSA,
'we're onc of the second, along with the
United Kingdom, Australia and New
Zcaland—"there is supposed to be a
gencral agreement not to restfict data,”
the ex-NSA analyst teils us. “Of course
it doesn't work out this way in practice. .
.the treaty is a one-way street. We violate
it even with our second-party ailies by
monitoring their communications constan-
lly . These allies can't maintain secur-
ity even if they want to. They're ali
working with machines we gave them.
There's no chance for them to be on par
with us technologically.™

So Canada spics for her American a]ly
Canada is clandestinely tied to the U.S.
intclligence commumty-——an acolyte at the
American temple of cspionage, a& hewer
and drawer not of wood and water only,
but of such highly-prized commodities ns

"GIGINT (“signals intelligence”) and CO-

MINT (“commumcatxons intelligence™).
Isarm in that?
or scveral rcasons.

of the data_purveyed through
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